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4600 New Bern Avenue

Raleigh, North Carolina  27610

phone: 919-250-6648
fax: 919-231-5797
Referral to Preschool Special Education Services

Information for Parents
Wake County Public School System (WCPSS) and the Exceptional Children Division, State Department of Public Instruction, are responsible for Child Find. Child Find is an effort to locate and identify children and youth ages 0 through 21 with disabilities who are in need of special education and related services. Child Find includes children and youth who have been diagnosed or are suspected to have mental, physical, or emotional disabilities and are unable to benefit from a regular school program without special assistance. Agencies are responsible for informing parents of the services available from their local school system and other state and community agencies.  
If you are requesting a referral for Special Education Services and proof of residency and your child’s birth certificate have been received, WCPSS Preschool Services will assign your child to a Preschool Referral Team.  The Team’s Case Manager will contact you to begin the written referral process.  Once the official WCPSS Preschool Referral form is returned to the Case Manager, a Referral Meeting will be scheduled.   At all meetings to discuss referral, eligibility, and/or services, parents are included as team members for decision-making.

At the referral meeting next steps will be decided based on the information gathered.  Some of the options include:  No evaluation is recommended because developmental skills are age appropriate, additional evaluations are needed, or all evaluations have been completed and eligibility can be determined.  WCPSS conducts evaluations (if needed) at no cost to the parent.

If the Individualized Education Program (IEP) Team makes a referral for Special Education Services, then after all needed evaluation information has been collected, an Eligibility meeting is held.  The purpose of the Eligibility meeting is to determine if your child has a disability and is in need of Special Education services.  If your child is eligible and you want services for your child, an Individualized Education Program is then developed.  Eligibility and IEP meetings are usually combined.  The IEP Team determines how much service and what kind of service is needed. 

Preschool Special Education Services may be delivered in a number of different ways.  Preschool Services Administration will determine who will be the provider and where those services will be delivered and will notify you of those decisions.  Services cannot begin before the 3rd birthday and are at no cost.  

Information should be sent to:

Wake County Public School System (WCPSS)

Attn:  Burma Jenkins

Preschool Services
4600 New Bern Avenue
Raleigh, North Carolina 27610
Fax:  (919) 231-5797 or email (bjenkins1@wcpss.net)
(8/27/08)
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